Acid catalyzed hydrolysis of glycosides is amply documented.x~3) Application of this method to erythromycin A oxime4) and erythromycin B5) so as to remove the glycoside cladinose is well known. However, during our examination of the erythromycin A methoxime base-decomposition studies, we found an unusual and unexpected cladinose-displaced Product 2 in >50% yield (Scheme 1). Thus, 2.1 g (1.88 mmol) of2', 4" bis TMS erythromycin A methoxime (1) was dissolved in THF/DMSO, followed by addition of powdered KOH(0.24 g, 3.6 mmol) at room temperature. The solution slowly turned dark on stirring overnight and was quenched by pouring into a chilled (10~15°C) mixture of heptane and 2n sodium hydroxide. The layers were separated and the heptane portion, after being washed with water, was dried with anhydrous magnesiumsulfate. Removalof the solvent by vacuum distillation gave 0.84g of 2 (68% pure, 52% yield).
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The structure of 2 was determined by the shifts of the XH and 13C NMRspectra. The *H NMRspectrum clearly showed the N(CH3)2 group of the desosamine present at 2.30ppm, but the usually salient resonances of the 3"-OCH3 and the 1" proton of cladinose were absent. The XHand 13C spectra were assigned ( Preliminary data from the experiments employing different protecting groups on the oxime functionality show that this base degradation pathway is commonto =NO-R(R-alkyl, ketal, ortho ester, etc.), and the yield data indicate this displacement is an important reaction pathway. The extension of this base degradation method to erythromycin B, C, and D is expected to promote understanding of this fourteen membered ring macrolide system. 
